
Reykjavik, 27th May 2009 
 
Media and terrorism – civil society forum calls for substantial and effective review 
of anti-terror laws 
 
We, members of the Forum on Anti-terrorism legislation and its impact on freedom of 
expression and information, welcome the commitment of Council of Europe member 
states to review the impact of anti-terror laws and measures on freedom of expression and 
media freedom.  
 
There has been a rush to adopt anti-terror laws in the aftermath of 9/11, and this has 
undermined respect for human rights and the rule of law.  
 
One worrying aspect of these laws has been the general extension of surveillance powers 
over citizens and their personal communications. We are particularly concerned about the 
shift of power to police and security agencies to monitor and intrude upon the 
professional activities of journalists and media, which seriously impedes their ability to 
report on matters of public interest. 
 
We are also highly concerned that anti-terror laws have been poorly drafted, and the 
restrictions they have placed on the media and civil society have been arbitrary and open 
to abuse. These laws and their implementation by the state administration have 
compromised civil liberties and undermined respect for the rule of law. There is scant 
evidence that the increased security for which these laws were enacted has been achieved.  
 
Yet there is clear evidence of the negative impact of counter-terror laws on freedom of 
expression and access to information, as well as instances of abuse and misuse of 
counter-terror laws, as revealed by reports commissioned by the Council of Europe and in 
the conclusions of Council of Europe conferences.  
 
A particular feature of the recently enacted legislation is that the laws have been rarely 
used for the purposes for which they were ostensibly enacted. This brings into question 
the necessity of these laws and whether or not they were rational and proportionate for 
the purpose for which they were enacted. Instead they have resulted in censorship and 
self-censorship, to the detriment of society’s right to be informed.  
 
We reaffirm our belief that human rights must be central in the maintenance of 
democratic society and confirm our confidence in the Council of Europe as the guardian 
of human rights and justice in Europe.   
 
We therefore welcome the call for a review at national level of all laws, regulations and 
practices that have been put into effect to counter terrorism and in the name of national 
security. To be meaningful and effective, this review should be:  

- Urgent;  
- Wide-ranging;  



- Transparent and inclusive of all stakeholders including civil society and media 
groups and professionals; 

- Completed within a clear deadline, and at the latest one year from now; 
- Use existing Council of Europe standards on media freedom as the benchmark 

against which laws, regulations and practices are reviewed. 
 
We call on all governments to act quickly to restore the public’s confidence in security 
policies that will respect their rights.   
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The Forum, meeting in Reykjavic in preparation for the ministerial conference, brought 
together 40 representatives of journalists', media, lawyers' and civil rights organisations. 
 


